June 26 2017
Dear Members of the Water Policy Interim Committee:

The Montana legislature directed that Montana’s State Water Plan be updated in 2014, along with the
development of four regional basin water plans, including the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins
Water Pian. The State Water Plan and the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins Water Plan
recommended the use of basin advisory councils for implementation of the state water plan and
management of the state’s water resources. With support from the Montana Watershed Coordination
Council, Clark Fork and Kootenai basins stakeholders met three times over the course of 18 months and
created the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins Council (the Councit) by adopting the attached charter,
and electing an Executive Committee.

The Purpose of the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins Council is to develop vision, coordinate
common strategy, and support the network of water user interests at the basin scale. The Clark
Fork and Kootenai River Basins Council will identify and address common basin-wide concerns,
challenges, and solutions that are best addressed at the basin-level. The Council will focus on
activities that provide added value to community based activities.

Participants (see attached list) represented a diverse group of over fifty stakeholders including
conservation districts, irrigation districts, water quality districts, watershed groups, water-related
governmental agencies, landowners, the Clark Fork Task Force, the Upper Clark Fork River Basin Steering
Committee, and others. Twelve Executive Committee members (see list) are from across the basins and
have a range of perspectives and interests.

The Council established outreach, data synthesis, and natural systems health/water availability working
groups to address basin plan priority issues:

e Maintaining water availability;

e Ensuring natural systems health;

e Water rights administration, protection, and enforcement; and,

¢ Meeting future water demand.

The Council and Executive Committee are interested in working with WPIC to further define the role of
basin councils in advancing the State Water Plan. The Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins Council
would like to serve as a resource to WPIC on water issues, especially those that are best addressed at
the basin level. An Executive Committee member will be available to attend WPIC meetings in Helena or
in our basin.

Thank you in advance for your willingness to collaborate with the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins
Council.

Signed,

David Brooks, Meg Casey, Maureen Conner, Thomas Cox, Michael Howell, Bonnie Holzworth, Verdell
Jackson, Susan Lake, James Rokosch, Travis Ross, Jennifer Schoonen, David Shively
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Email 7 ;First Name ‘Last Name | Apr-16  Oct-16 Apr-17 Member
kelsey@mtwatersheds.org Kelsey ‘Anderson '"MWCC/BSWC ' B 1 ”
rarnold@mt.gov "Randy ‘Arnold ‘MT FWP 7 1
heather@brwaterforum.org ‘Heather Barber Bitterroot Water Forum 1 1
david@montanatu.org ‘David Brooks Montana TU 1 1
brownformontana@gmail.com Zack ‘Brown MT Legislature 1 1: j
ccarparelli@mt.gov Chris Carparelli 'DNRC 1
mcasey@tu.org ‘Meg Casey ‘Trout Unlimited 1 1
barbara@clarkfork.brg Barbara Chillcott/Hall ‘Clark Fork Coalition 1 1 |
connor@blackfoot.net Maureen Connor Upper Clark Fork steering committee 1 1 1
tomcoxmt@gmail.com Thomas Cox Flathead Lakers ' 1 1
bigditchone@gmail.com John Crowley Bitter Root Irrigation District o 1
mdavidson@m-m.net ‘Molly ‘Davidson 'MT Asso. Dams & Canal systems 1 ' '1‘ 1
hdegeest@fs.fed.us Heather Degeest USFS 1 V
R : | Watershed Restoration Coalition of the |

ted.dodge516@gmail.com Ted Dodge Upper Clark Fork 1

mdowney2@mt.gov ‘Michael Downey DNRC 1
derek.edge@arcadis-us.com Derek Edge ARCADIS 1 |
eevans@macdnet.org Elena ‘Evans "MACD/SWCDM 1 1 7 1
erin@mtwatersheds.org ~ Erin Farris-Olsen 'MWCC Executive Director 1 1 1:
holly@franzdriscoll.com ~ Holly ‘Franz PPLMT 7 1 ’
irma.gomez@umontana.edu Irma ‘Gomez 7 ‘University of Montana 1
chackathorn@tu.ofg 7 Casey ‘Hackathorn ‘Trout Unlimited 1
gregory.c.hoffman@usace.army.mil  Gregory ~ Hoffman Army Corps of Engineers 1
bonnie.holzworth@umontana.edu  Bonnie Holzworth ‘University of Montana 71; 1
bitterrootriverprotection@gmail.com Michael ~ Howell Bitterroot River Protection - 1 1
vjack@centurytel.net ~Verdell ~ Jackson ‘MT Senate previously 1 1 1
amyajensen@fs.fed.us 'Amy Jensen 'Regional Hydrologist v 1 '
jlake@ronan.net 'Susan Lake ‘Mission Valley 1 1 1 1
alex@clarkfork.org Alex Leone Clark Fork Coalition B 1
EMace@mt.gov - Ethan Mace DNRC _ 1 1
missoulacd@macdnet.org Jen McBride Missoula CD 1




Email First Name Last Name Affiliation B Apr-16  Oct-16  Apr-17 Member
kaitlinmccafferty@gmail.com %Kaitlin ‘Mccafferty _University of Montana 7 : 1
mmclane@mt.gov ‘Mike ‘McLane ‘MT FWP 1 1 E
cmiske@mt.gov 7 Caryn Mlske 'Flathead Basin Commission 1 1
amontague@mt.gov ?Ada Montague 'DNRC Water Planner 1 1

weeds@bsb.mt.gov John ‘Moodry J 1:

jnave@mt. org ViJim ‘Nave DNRC 1

pnielsen@co. missoula.mt.us Peter Nielsen Mlssoula Water Quality District 1

oIsonecosteward@gmallrcpm ‘Brita Olson ‘Lower Clark Fork Watershed Group 1

pparson@tu.org Paul ‘Parson »Trout Unlimited : 1
patcat@ronan.net Gail Patton ‘Sanders/Mineral County 1 |
montanatralls@hotmall com ~ Rick Potts ‘WildCOR/ Lolo Watershed Group _ 1
maryp@cskt.org ‘Mary Price CSKT 1 1
jrokosch@cybernetl.com James Rokosch ‘Bitterrooters for Planning ‘ 1 1
tross@co.missoula.mt.us Travis Ross ‘Missoula Water Quality District 1 1 1 1
psaffel@mt.gov Pat Saffel - MT FWP ‘ ‘ 1
jennifer@blackfootchallenge.org Jennifer ‘Schoonen Blackfoot Challenge 1 1 '1  ' 1
david.shively@umontana.edu Dave ‘Shively ‘University of Montana : 1 1
lakers@flatheadlakers.org Robin Steinkraus Flathead Lakers 1 1
bsugden@plumcreek.com ~ Brian Sugden Plum Creek Tlmber/ Weyerhaeuser v v 1
Michael.Sweet@umontana. edu 7 ‘Michael Sweet MT Climate Office 1 1 1
stappenbeck@macdnet.org ‘Samantha ‘Tappenbeck SWCDM ‘ 1
ETrum@mt.gov 7 errirc 7 ;T(um DEQ 1 1 717' '
crltlcalIands@flatheadlakers org ~ Constanza ‘von der Pahlen ‘Flathead Lakers 1
joann@crcmt.org ~Joann Wallenburn Clearwater Resource Council 1 1 1 
rwarren@b-e- forg ) ~_Robert ?Warren Bonnewlle Environmental Foundatlon v 1
vicki.watson@mso.umtedu  Vicki ‘Watson ‘U Montana (prof) 1 1 1
kaell@lolowatershed org ~ Kaeli ‘Wells Lolo Watershed Group/BSWC ‘ 1 )
tedwﬂhams@centurytel net ?Ted - ‘Williams Flathead Lakers 1 7 N
laura.zanolli@umontana.edu ‘Laura Zanolli University of Montana 1:
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CLARK FORK and KOOTENAI RIVER] BASINS COUNCIL
CHARTER
Adopted April 19, 2017

PURPOSE: The Purpose of the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins Council is
to develop vision, coordinate common strategy, and support the network of water
user interests at the basin scale. The Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins
Council will identify and address common basin-wide concerns, challenges, and
solutions that are best addressed at the basin-level. The Council will focus on
activities that provide added value to community based activities.

FUNCTION: Inform federal, state, local, and tribal government entities on basin
wide water resource issues. Oversee, promote, and comply with the Montana
State Water Plan and Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins Water Plan 2014.

GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE: The scope of the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins
Council is the Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins.

INTERESTED STAKEHOLDERS: Participation may include, but is not limited to,
interested representation from: businesses; non-profit organizations;
conservation districts; irrigation districts; private land owners; state, federal, local,
or tribal governments; water quality districts; and recreational interest groups,
located within the Clark Fork and Kootenai basins. Interested Stakeholders will
be determined by participation in Council activities, including the Annual Meeting.

WORK GROUPS: Work groups will be formed ad hoc based on specific areas of
interest or activity within the basin and the identified opportunity for basin-wide
coordination. Once a need, purpose, scope, and deliverable has been identified
by the stakeholders at large, a work group may be created. Work groups may be
recruited by the Executive Committee, which will also be responsible for seeking
diverse membership.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: The Executive Committee will seek input from
stakeholders and committee recommendations in reaching final decisions on all
matters, including policy positions, work groups created, and activities carried out
by the Council. Executive Committee members will serve as spokespersons for
the Council.

The Executive Committee will meet a minimum of 4 times a year and be
responsible for Council administration, including reporting, and oversight of
coordination activities. The Executive Committee will consist of a minimum of 8
and maximum of 12 stakeholders that are elected by the stakeholders at large.
Executive Committee members will serve in staggered 2-year terms. Committee
composition will be representative of stakeholder groups.

Amended April 20, 2017: Inclusion of “Kootenai” and “River” in organization title.



Decision making will follow a consensus model outlined in the by laws.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE. Upon creation, the Council will elect a Nomination
Committee that will manage nominations to the Executive Committee. The
Nomination Committee will consist of at least one member of the Executive
Committee and have a minimum of three stakeholder participants. Nomination
Committee members will serve in two year staggered terms. An individual
member may fill no more than three consecutive terms on the Committee.

TECHNICAL ADVISORS: Individuals or organizations with technical expertise
may be invited to participate in working groups and provide information to the
Council.

REPORTING: The Clark Fork and Kootenai River Basins Council will develop an
annual report and work plan that summarizes previous year activities and
identifies one or more areas of common interest and member activities for the
future. Report and work plan will be distributed to member groups as well as
private and public partners which may include but not be limited to the
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, Department of
Environmental Quality, Fish Wildlife and Parks, and the Water Policy Interim
Committee.

ANNUAL MEETING: One Annual Meeting will be held wherein Interested
Stakeholders & Technical Advisors may convene for committee reports and
discussion regarding the annual work plan.

CREATION: The Council will be created upon participant endorsement from
interested stakeholders.

AMENDMENTS: The Council Charter may be amended by full consensus of the
Executive Committee after consultation with interested stakeholders at an Annual

Meeting.

Amended April 20, 2017: Inclusion of “Kootenai” and “River” in organization title.



